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BOOK REVIEW

by Roy Stringer

A must for all canary keepers

THE ATTRACTION OF the Yorkie, the
“Gentleman of the canary fancy” is not
limited to those fanciers all over the world,
who breed it. It is an icon of the fancy that
has been lovingly preserved and developed
for more than 100 years.

Itis believed that the origins of the
Yorkshire can be traced back to the 1840s.
Inthat time there have been relatively few
authorative books published about the breed.
Those of note are by Shackleton (1908,
reissued 1929), Battye ¢1919) and House
(1925). Revised versions of Shackleton’s
work were published by Brookes (1950) and
Howson (1980), but both of these suffer
slightly from being based on such an early
work. The truth is that none of the books
mentioned has anything to say that is
relevant to the Yorkies of the 21st century.

This is what prompted the Yorkshire
Canary Club to publish this completely new,
up-to-date and comprehensive guide: The
definitive guide to Yorkshire canaries. It really
does deal with every aspect and much of the
information can be applied to other canary
breeds. A great deal of work has gone into
the contents of this book and the chapters on
feeding, and vitamins, minerals and

supplements are of
particular merit. They
should be made
compulsory reading for
anyone keeping and
breeding canaries.

The book consists of 20
chapters, with many of
these being divided into
sub-sections. Among the
subjects dealt with are the
history of the Yorkie and the
YCC; housing, cages and
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earth he couldn’t please
everyone. So there’s not much
hope for you!” (John 0'Connor,
YCC show winner 1977.)

“An ‘eye for a bird' is best
learned by watching and
listening to those who know.
Some people have it, some
i think they have it and some
il never have it.” (George
McCracken, YCC show winner
2001)

Itis understandable when

equipment; starting up;
feeding; vitamins, minerals

- and supplements; feather quality; breeding;

basic genetics; the cinnamon Yorkshire;
white and allied colours; non-fed greens;
moulting; training; exhibition standard;
technical mark; exhibiting; show cage;
health care and a glossary of terms.
Particularly fascinating are the dozens of
short contributions by leading UK fanciers
and several from overseas. Here are two
examples of judges’ wisdom taken from
section dealing with the Yorkie model:
“When judging don't try to please
everyone. When the good Lord walked the

book buyers treat the blurbs
on books' covers with a fair degree
of scepticism. All too often a publication that
claims to be ground-breaking turns out to be
a pot boiler. There is no such problem with
this excellent book. Its claim to cover
Yorkshire canaries “from shell to show
bench” is well justified. | recommend it to all
breeders of exhibition birds.
@ The definitive guide to Yorkshire canaries
is available from Jim Bannon, Hon.
Secretary/Treasurer, The Yorkshire Canary
Club, 21 Orchard Grove, Bradford, West
Yorkshire BD10 9BX. Price is £22.50
including postage & packaging.



